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FAMOUS MONEGASQUES

LEO FERRE —

AN ANARCHIST MUSICIAN
FROM MONACO

BCIIOMHHAA

A ONE-MAN ORCHESTRA, THIS IS WHAT THE MONEGASQUE MUSICIAN LEO FERRE TRULY IS. DURING HIS CAREER HE
MANAGED TO RELEASE DOZENS OF ALBUMS, WRITE A NOVEL AND COMPOSE ORATORIOS INSPIRED BY THE NON-TRIVIAL
YERSES OF APPOLINAIRE AND BAUDELAIRE. FERRE CONSIDERED HIMSELF AN ANARCHIST; A CONCEPT TYPICAL OF HIS
ENTIRE LIFETIME AS A MUSICIAN.

n August 24, 1916 a boy
wias borm into the family
of a Monaco casino

director, on the avenue

Saint-Michel. The new

parents named him
Lea. He lived in the Principality up to the
age of % and was then sent to 5t, Charles
boarding school in Bordighera (Haly). Upon
his graduation in 1934, Leo asked his father
fior perrission to enter the corservatory. The
future of the young man was seen differenthy,
however, and a year later he went to Paris
to study [aw. Leo enrodled in the Institute of
Palitical Scences. At the same time, he never
missad an oppartunity to go to the cinema
and take his plano lessons,

LIFE IN PARIS

The young Leo Ferre was then called to
join the army. Only in 1943 he returned
back to Monaco and was employed by
Radio Monte-Carle. He thus got an
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opportunity to write poetry and music.
At the age of thirty, he wrote his first text
in prose for a Monegasque newspaper.

Cwer this peried, he met Edith Piaf who
strongly recommended the young
musician go to Paris and try his luck there,
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Lew Fesres path to fame was difficult and
full of cbstacles. For almost seven years,
the musician had neither a contract nor
a chance to release his album. He was
living from hand to mouth and working
part-time at the Saint-Germain-des-Prés
cabaret, That's when he wrote his song
=L wie d'artistes, As to his private life, Leo
divarced Odette Shumck whaorm be married
back in 1943. Only at the age of 37 did the
musician manage to release his first album
and sign a contract with the «Odeons
MUSiC Company.

In the early 50%, the musician was finally
lucky enough to sign a contract with <Le
Chant du Monde= and recorded 12 tracks.
The song which made the composer
famous was «Paris Canallles performed
by Catherine Sauvage. It's success spread
as far as the USSR where it was remamed
«Under the Parisian Roofss.

In 1940, Leo began working with music
producer Eddie Barclay. During this
period, the popularity of Ferre increased
thanks to the songs aPanames and «Jalie
mbmes, and a year later the musician
released an album dedicated to the
work of Louis Aragon, sLes Chansons
d’Aragons. From then on_ it seems that
success pursued Leo Ferre. He gave
a concert im the Grand concert hall
of Alhambra; the publishing house
Livre de Poche asked him to write an
introduction to the «Saturnian versess
by Paul Vrehlen; the publisher Frangaise
Sagan showed Interest In his manuscript
«Benolt Miséres; and Pierre Seghers
included Ferre in the famous series
=Contemporary Poetss.

Interestingly, in 1961, Ferre and his wife
took a chimpanzee named Pépée, who,
according to Lea's stepdaughter, they used
to cherish as their own child. In 2013, Apnie
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Birthar, daughter of the second wife of Leo
Ferre, published a book dedicated to life
with a musician. In particular, Annie said
that «Pépée had her own room, her own
toyss, and she dined with the family. In
the evenings, belore going o bed, Pépee
ehuggeds cach member of the Tamily,
There are at least two songs in Leo's
repertoire that were influenced by the
chimpanzes: dPépees and afivec le tempss.
Dwring his career, Leo Ferre released 40
albums, becoming a true master of French
music. The musician died in July 1992, in
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the town of Castelling in Tuscany, but was
buried in the cemetery in Monaco.

FERRE AND MONACO

I April 1954, at the initiative of Prince
Rarvier W1, Ferre gave a grandiose concerl al
the Monte-Carlo Opera. Accompanied by
the orchestra and the: chair of the Opera, the
musician performed his oratorio inspired by
Guillaume Appolinaire, in particular, «The
Song of the Unloveds. Interestingly, the
album of the concert recorded by Radio

ENOREK-OPKECT — HiMeH-
HO TaK CTOMT HAZLBaTh
MOHErICOKDIT MYZLIKIH-
1a Neo Beppe, KOTOpPLIA
33 OBOHD MapLepy yonen
BHMTYCTHTE HECKDN LK
FeCATHOR AsEOMON, HANWCETE Posiai, Cod
AATH OPRATORHEA, BROXHORNARACE HETRWE -
ANBHBIMS CTHXAME ANGRAWHSDA M bogrepa.
Deppe cuWTan celf AHAPYMCTOM, MMEHHO
MO NOHATHE KPECHON HMTEI0 TRHETCR yapes
ECE 20 TEOPYECTED.
24 aprycra 1916 roga B KE3PTMPE HA 3BEHID
Con-Munens, e nposMBana CembA [JMpes

Marde-Caro, was only first released in Apil
J006 by of & Mémoire ot la Mors

The srall state of Monaco shoulbd be very
proud of being the birthplace for such a
famious artist. But you may think that Leo
Ferre’s connection to Monaco was not as
stroeng as that to Paris, because up until
2013, only one place in Monaco was bearing
Lhe rmusician’s mame, Fortunalely, four years.
ago, & concert hall was named in his honour
on the initiative of the Municipality of
Maonaca, H3H Prince Albert Il attended the
opening of Leo Ferre Hall in person.

The apartment on Avenue Saint-Michel
where the famous musician was born is
another place assodated with Ferre. it now
sils emnply, but is actually still rented by the
Ferre Tamily in hope of apening 4 museum
about the musician, However, thal initiative:
awaits financial backing.

Lea Ferre's son Mathiew recalls in one of his
interviews that his father was very fond of
Monaco. They would often come on a visit
to the Principality and stroll along to La
Condamine where he bought his favourite
dish, socca. For Ferre, Monaco was the place
of his childhood where his mother made
a delicious tomala sauce and the whole
Tarmity wiosuld sit dow al a buge Table inthe
liwirngy roscrm. At Hhe age af 5 be was [istening
to music, walking through the Principality
streets and imagining himself a conductor
of a large orchestra. The memories of
Monaco, for sure, must have been some of
his happiest.

TORa OFHOND M3 MOHZKOKMY K33WHO, PoaWn-
cA Mantyne. HoBoWCNeueHHEE POgUTEnn
peuAm HazEaTh Chia fleo. o 9 net oH &un
B HHAMECTEE, 3 33TeM ef 0 0TNPAEMNK B MaH
cwod Canroro Kapna e bopasrepy (Mramus).
B 1934 rofy, nocse oxoHYaHRS Ko, leo
NONPOCAN Y OTUD PAapeiibesivg Ha NocTyiue
HIE B RoHOEpRATORMIo. (I aKD THABA CeMeR-
CTHE e Oyl CROET0 ChiHa MHMBE W
UeEs FOjf) HOUE oTTpaEMncA B Mapoe, aTo-
B M3yuaTe npaso. W xoma leo nocTymnMA B
MHCTWTYT NOANTHUSCKAX MOCAEADEAHNA, OH
HE YTIIYCEAN BOIMOMHOCTH XOHMTL B KMHO W
OOy uaTLOH MIPE Ha HOPTETIMAHD.

AHN3HD B ITAPHAKE

laTem monoforo fleo Geppe NPHIBANY B
apMeao, W Nk & 1943 rogy o4 BepHYNCA B
MoHaro, rge Hawen paboTy Ha pagwo Mosn-
Te-Kapno. Tak ¥ HEero NoAERNSCE EO3MO0MK-
HOCTL COMMHATE CTHXM W My3WKY. B Tpag
UaTk MET OH HAMWCAN CBOR NEPELIA TEXCT B
Mo fUTH MOHSTICCK0M Fa3eTis

T vt st o icmecAnicd © ST [ ey, ko
TR HBC TOMTEMNRH0 PEKORCHRORANY MOUR-
TR R IBEAHTY SaTh & Mape w npoboRaTs
CROM Cnid Tam. Ha goma Neo @eppe aunano
HOND WO TIHEE, ¥ TYTh E CRARE Dbl Hener-
KB MOUTH CEME FIET Y MYy3LIKIHTS He Guno
HH KOHTPAKTE, HA BOBMONHOCTH BETYCTHTL
oeo# guck. Ov nepebmeanca ¢ xneba Ha sogy
W nopaiaTsean B galape i Col-opsiei
13- ipe, ITaT Nepeog] CCTIBAN B peiepTyape
Neos nechin « 2 vie d'artistes, 3 B nwHo@E 343
tim — paamoy)  Operr Wkanw {Odette Shanck),
Ha EOTOPOH OH #eHancn B 1943 romy. Nk &
A7 neT MySHKEHTY YAN0OL ERIMYCTTE CROMA
MEPELIA JWACK M NOAFACITE KOHTPAKT C My3hi-
KAnLHOH Kommarwen Odéon

B Hauane 50-x MOfoE My2LKaHTY HaKOHEL
YR YO Vi O nofimMcan EoHTpaKT
¢ Le Chant du Monde # aanwcan 17 Ko
noasuwi. MNecsel, npocnapvamed aRTOPA,
cTana «Paris Canailles B wonomweHne KaTpen
Coram. Yonex KOMNOIWLME JOCTHT faxe
COCP. rpe oxa nonyurna Haisanwe «lop
Kpaiusans Mapascas.

E 1960 rogy Neo Havan paborans C my3e-
KankHEM npogiocepom 3aan bapunaem
(Eddie Barclay), B 31aT neprof nonyRap
HWOCTh Beppe poApoCis BRANGRAPA NeciEm
ePanames W clolic momes a wepes rof My-
ARKAHT R ITYCTIA UO08 M0 RABIEE HM ki
TeopuecTay fiyw Aparona, — Les Chansons
d'Aragon. KaweTcs, yenex npecregyer fleo
Peppe: oH f3ET KOHYEPT E rPaHAROIHOM
KoHUEpTHOM 3ane Alhambra, naparenscTeo
Livre de poche npociT o HanWcaTe BTy
nnedme Kk «CarypHuAcam crnxams [ons
Ih'-[:ul_'-ll.'\uI Hagarent Ppascyand Caran wu
TERECYETOR e0D PYKOMMCHIe cBenolt Mishres,
aMNbep Corepd BLAOWAET My IHEAHTA | 3Ha-
MEHWHTYI CEPMID el ORDEMEHHEE NO3This.
WurepecHo, wio 8 1961 rogy eppe u ero
CYTIpYTa BEIANM K C208 WMMNIEHIE N0 KIIuKE
MNene, koTopym, NO CROESM Naguepsls Neo,
OHM XORWIA H REenednm, kak cobcreesHo
o pebensa. B 2013 rogy AnHm borop, aosus
propoE xetis Neo Deppe. BETTCTIED KIATY,
MOCRALEEHHYI0 AMIHW C My SREIHTOM. 5 WacT-
HOCTIA, AHHM pacCKazana, uTo «f [ene Gena
CBORA COBCTREHHARA KOMHETR, CROW MTPYIHEMs
¥ obepana obessmHKa pMecTe © ceMbei. Mo
BEGYEPAM NEPE] TEM, K3K CTNPaEWTLCA 3Tk,
Nene skpenxo odHMManay KaXI0r0 WREHA
cesabi. bRarogapa wesnakize g penepryape
Ie0 NOREMAIACD K2k MMHRMYM [FE2 ECHH —
HPépdes w afver le tempss

1a cepow Eapeepy Neo Geppe BRMyCTHN
40 anufioMoE, CTAE HACTORIEWE MITPOM
$paHLUyICKoR My3LER. My3RKaHT yMep B
vwione 1993 roga e ropogee Kactenmaa
MH-FuanTh B Tockane, ho GuA NoXopoHed
i D wle o Mokako

GEPPE 1 MOHAKO

B anpens 1954 rofa no MHHLHaTHES EHAIA
Pene lll deppe fan rpaHpMOo3HLIA KOHLERT
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i Onepe Moute-Kapno, BMecTe ¢ ope
CTPOM W NOPOM ONe Dbl MyIsICAHT MpERcTa-
EMN MyGAWKS CPATORMIG, ROKHORMEHHYD
cicam MikoMa AnONAWHERS M, B UaCTHO-
cTi, ellecHuio HenpGumoros. HHTepecHo,
UTOD 3ANWCE EDHLEPTA, CRenaHdan Papwo
Moute-Kapno, Guna enepeue BENyWEHD
Ha AHWCKE NML 8 anpens 2006 roga komna
Hied La Mémaine et la Mer.

Ha nepaiai aarmap, oensk Neo Qeppe ¢ Mo
HaKD Ghna He TAKOR CAALHOR, KaK, Hanp
mep, ¢ Mapsoees. Kazanock Gt pebonsipos
rocCyfapcTBo [OMEHO MOpAWTECA TEM, YD
RENAETCA POFWHOR TAKMTD 3PTHCTA. Tea He
meHee oo 2013 roga 8 MoHawn nML ogHo
MECTO HOOWND WMA NPOCAARNEHHOMD MY
ILMAHTA, W BOETO HECKONLKD NET HaZaj no
WHMLMATHRE MIPMH MOMIKD A M KoH
uepTHiX 3anop KHasecTns G Haipay B
&ro YecTh. Ha oTkpamun zana Neo Oeppe
NpMCYTCTBORAN W KHASL Ansbep |1
Boaspananch K MECTaMm, CERZaHHLM C Dep-
pe, CFOMT OTMETHTE, WO KESPTHRS Ha SReHI0
CeH-Mument, rHe PogMnCA 3HAMEHMTHH MY
ILIKAHT, MyCTyeT. ToUHeE, B8 TaK Me Npogon-
HEET CHHMETE DeMbA Deppe, MeyTan Co3gaTL
i A MYIRH ApTHCTAL BoT TonbED desiog

bl X BOAMCHCHOCTER Hal 3T0 NOKa HeT
Matee, chisi Jleo Geppe. B OffHOM W3 WH
TEPELD BCNOMMHAET, WTO OTEL] OWEHEb. -
Giam Mosiako, Bmecte ¢ cavom fNeo vacto
npWexan B EHaxecTEn W MpOryNAEaNCA
Ao Na-KonpgamuH, rae nogynan moGumyo
cokxy. [inr Geppe MoHago Guino mecTom
BN QETCTBEA, e MaMa roToBMAd B"C'_l'l'.liLﬁl-'I
TOHAE THILIA COYE M BOH CEMLA YCARHBEANaCL
i OFPOMLIM CTONOM B FocTHOR, B faTs
RET oM, TYNAA NG KHACCTRY, CTyLUsan My
IEY W NpeACTaRnAn Ceba AWpuXepoM
POMHOTO opkecTRa. BocnoMyianmwa o
MoHako Ha BEQHAKS Geani QA HETD ofjHW-
MH W3 CaMBD CHACTAHER. ..
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